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My lab in May 1993

Originally I wanted to immigrate to the USA but religious professors at Kansas State 
University did a lot of mobbing to make me go back to Germany. I now have got a 
Ph.D. in biology, a German M.A. in philosophy, an American M.S. in psychology, 
and a bachelor in veterinary medicine – but nevertheless I am unemployed because of 
criminal  activities of  German professors,  politicians,  attorneys,  and judges.  In the 
following text I will describe what happened to me when I was a Ph.D. student in 
Göttingen and a postdoc in Magdeburg.

Göttingen, Max-Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry, department of  
neurobiology, head of department: Prof. Dr. med. Otto Creutzfeldt

After I had got my Master of Science in psychology at Kansas State University, USA, 
I started to work for my Ph.D. thesis on „Attentional effects in the brain of monkeys“ 
in Göttingen, Germany, in March 1990. My co-worker was Dr. Eckhart Salzmann 



who claimed that he wanted to become a professor (for which we need a habilitation 
in Germany) and who was interested in memory effects in monkey brains. Already 
from the beginning I  had the feeling that  Salzmann intrigued against  me, and he 
chicaned me whenever possible. Quickly there was a very bad atmosphere between 
us, although we had to work together in the same lab and with the same monkeys, 
and he repeatedly told me that he had had similar problems with his co-worker when 
he had been a Ph.D. student. It was also very strange that he was extremely lazy 
although he claimed that he wanted to become a professor. He worked maximally 
only five hours per day, and he was always ill whenever the head of department, Prof. 
Creutzfeldt, was not in Göttingen. 

The rest of the department had very quickly a repelling and even hostile behavior 
towards me. Our English co-worker Berry Lee was particularly hostile. Within the 
three years of my time as a Ph.D. student Berry Lee started to talk to me only one 
time: In the afternoon of Prof. Creutzfeldt’s day of death he came into my laboratory 
beaming  with  joy  in  order  to  go  with  me  to  the  department  meeting  to  have  a 
memorial minute for the dead head of department. At this moment Berry Lee strongly 
believed that I would now have to stop my Ph.D. experiments and would leave the 
institute. The medical Ph.D. student Sabine Kastner was also extremely antisocial. 
Perhaps she was in love with Salzmann; anyhow, for example, she wanted to make 
me believe that “good scientists do not make statistical analysis of the empirical data“ 
(Salzmann had not done this in his dissertation, and he also did not allow me to do it). 
Since  I  did  not  want  to  believe  it  Sabine  Kastner  became rather  insulting.  Later 
someone told me her slander that I would have said that Salzmann’s Ph.D. thesis 
would be “a catastrophe“. But during my first two years I never gave any valuation 
about his thesis to anybody, but medical student‘s Ph.D. theses do not have a good 
reputation in Germany. The following is also quite bad: When a physician has been 
gotten with a misdeed in Germany he or she does not like to apologize – very often a 
slandering campaign is started by them which is to serve as a “moral justification“ of 
the misdeed. I had the feeling that Sabine Kastner did this, too; but slandering victims 
get usually nothing said about what is told about them to other persons. And in the 
last months of my stay in Göttingen Sabine Kastner was pregnant of a co-worker of 
our department, and on one Sunday morning and afternoon I caught him taking out 
technical instruments out of my lab. The next day I told this to Prof. Creutzfeldt, and 
a few days later a stocktaking of all instruments was done in our department. This 
happened at a time when the whole department believed that I would quit. If I had 
really  quit,  and  if  some  technical  instruments  would  have  been  missing,  and  if 
nobody had known this before, then most probably people would have had me in 
suspicion ...

In  autumn  1990  I  told  Prof.  Creutzfeldt  that  I  wanted  to  do  experimental  and 
theoretical research on neurophysics after my Ph.D. thesis. I wanted to suggest some 
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experiments for my habilitation but he abruptly terminated our conversation with the 
words:  “I  do  not  like  physical  concepts!“  Afterwards  I  tried  to  get  contact  with 
laboratories in which I could have done such research but Prof. Creutzfeldt prevented 
it. (Since later Prof. Scheich prevented such research in Magdeburg, too, I published 
the  research  which  I  had  wanted  to  do  in  the  German  philosophical  journal 
Philposophia  Naturalis  33  (1996),  p.  55-81.  I  also  describe  this  research  on  my 
website in the essay “Challenges for theoretical biophysics“.) Many directors of the 
Max-Planck  Institutes  are  very  religious  and  some of  them work  for  the  Pope‘s 
Academy  of  Science  in  Rome:  Prof.  Creutzfeldt,  Prof.  Singer,  Prof.  Eigen.  Dr. 
Salzmann is also very religious (just like Creutzfeldt a Protestant).

Salzmann and some other people from the department permanently sabotaged my 
experiments – for example: One day when Salzmann and I had to do lesions in our 
first monkey brain before the perfusion Salzmann prepared the technical instruments 
beside the monkey, and I watched him doing it. Suddenly he said: “Finished!“ Since I 
had set lesions in the brains of rats in the USA I know how to do it, but I was now 
highly surprised because I had not seen that Salzmann had done it. In order to check 
whether there is really electrical current you observe the current flow on a measuring 
instrument, but a measuring instrument was not connected with the other instruments; 
there was no measuring instrument at all! I was completely speechless. Some weeks 
later the assistant from the histology lab announced the result of the perfusion, and 
she told me that Dr. Salzmann had been very pleased when he heard the result: No 
lesion could be seen. Thus, a trustworthy localization of the recording areas within 
the brain was not possible any more. At the end of the experiments of the second 
monkey I decided to make the lesions by myself. However, I had a lot of annoyances 
with the electronic engineer Arthur who was Salzmann’s friend: He again and again 
tried  to  give  me  defective  measuring  instruments  with  which  I  could  not  have 
controlled  the  lesions.  Finally  I  got  an  instrument,  which  was  not  optimal  but 
acceptable, and at the end of histology at least some lesions were useful. Although 
the  localizations  of  our  recording  areas  within  the  first  monkey  brain  were  not 
reliable  Salzmann published the  results  (“Attention  and  ...“,  Beh.  Brain  Res.  67, 
1995, 241) in a journal which is controlled by the Creutzfeldt group (and they knew 
about everything!). Salzmann did not very much take care of scientificness. One day 
when I told him to make the eye movement measurements more carefully he did not 
want to do it and only answered: “We can publish this nevertheless. In science there 
is everywhere a lot of cheating, and we only have to hush it up well enough.“ Also he 
gave me the instruction to pull the tail of the monkey when it does not do what it 
ought to do, or to shout at it.

Prof. Lüer, professor of psychology at the university of Göttingen, did not accept my 
American Master’s thesis without having talked with me about it a single time so that 
I  could  not  get  my  Ph.D.  in  psychology.  (Most  probably  Prof.  Creutzfeldt  was 
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responsible for it.) When I mentioned in my department at the Max-Planck Institute 
that it would be strange that Prof. Lüer rejected my American thesis but that someone 
from the biology department (Prof. Elsner) intended to accept it then people were 
confused and only answered that this would be strange indeed. But now I suddenly 
had  also  problems  with  Prof.  Elsner  who  could  not  find  the  documents  of  my 
American thesis any more. Only when I gave to his secretary Prof. Vollmer’s (a well-
known philosopher of science) preface to my book (my philosophical Master's thesis 
which was published few months later) about epistemological problems in quantum 
mechanics, he quickly found the documents and told me, with a dead-white face, that 
my American Master’s thesis had already been accepted by the university and that I 
could get my Ph.D. in Göttingen.

When Prof. Creutzfeldt was dying my department strove to make me quit my Ph.D. 
program by purposefully handicapping my experiments: Technical instruments were 
usually useless, and one day, while I was doing an experiment with a monkey, several 
people from the department (Salzmann, Bauswein, and others)  came into my lab, 
bumped against the main safety switch so that there was no electricity any more, put 
all instruments out of the drawers, and carried them away. Parallel to it Salzmann 
slurred “Sabotage!“ Obviously they wanted to make me become aggressive so that I 
would start to beat or something like that – probably in order to be able to drop me 
out of the department, to fire me without notice. However, I was shocked in such a 
way that I could not move any more and remained sitting on my chair.

Some time after I had started my Ph.D. experiments I had started to suspect that my 
food and water deprived monkeys were secretly given food and water so that they did 
not perform in the experiments what they had to do. Therefore I often went to the 
department in the middle of the night to check whether my monkeys were fed. In Dr. 
Kuhnt’s  lab  there  was  the  student  Jörg  Marienhagen  whose  advisor  from  the 
university  was  Prof.  Elsner  who  was  also  my  university  advisor  for  my  Ph.D. 
program. One night at about 3 o’clock Marienhagen’s car was the only car in front of 
the institute, and the fodder cup and both hands and the mouth of my monkey were 
full of food when I entered the monkey stable – it must have got food just about two 
or three minutes before I entered the stable. I immediately left the stable but I could 
not find Marienhagen, and his car was gone, too. The next morning in the department 
my assistant Anna Tuchlowski, who also worked in Kuhnt’s and Marienhagen’s lab, 
told me that Marienhagen were a very hard-working student and worked even late in 
the night. I had the impression that she wanted to find out whether I had noticed that 
Marienhagen had been in the department at night. But I did not reply anything. Some 
weeks  later  Prof.  Creutzfeldt  was  willing  to  recommend  the  extension  of  my 
scholarship; however, he was in the hospital and still had to sign the official request. 
Unfortunately, during the next two weeks the secretary of our department again and 
again told me that the dangerously ill Prof. Creutzfeldt had not yet been able to sign 

4



the request. Since I believed that the department wanted to prevent the extension of 
my scholarship I said to someone that I had surprised Jörg Marienhagen feeding my 
monkey  at  night,  and  that  I  would  tell  this  to  everybody  and  especially  to 
internationally well-known philosophers of science in the case that I could not finish 
my Ph.D. studies. I said this in the morning, and in the afternoon Prof. Fromm, who 
was responsible for the animal rights in our department, came to me and told me that 
he probably would not have the time for the surgery of my third monkey. While 
saying this he furiously bumped against me twice and stepped onto my feet. The next 
day the secretary told me that Prof. Creutzfeldt had signed my scholarship request. 
One week later Creutzfeldt died, and at the day of his death I got the message about 
the  granted  extension  of  my  scholarship.  During  my  Ph.D.  experiments  and 
afterwards I tried to get a postdoc position in theoretical neurophysics. But professors 
from the Creutzfeldt group prevented this, whereas Jörg Marienhagen was accepted 
by Prof. Annette Zippelius, professor of theoretical neurophysics in Göttingen, which 
I had tried in vain.

On the  day after  Creutzfeldt’s  funeral  the  department  told  me that  the  computer 
programs which should have been ready already a year ago could not be completed 
within  a  forseeable  time.  Without  these  programs  I  could  not  do  the  memory 
experiments  which  I  had  to  do  for  my  Ph.D.  thesis  (I  did  Salzmann’s  memory 
experiments  because  I  needed  them  as  a  control  for  my  attention  experiments). 
Thereupon I went to Prof. Elsner and told him that the department obstructed my 
experiments; in addition I threatened the department to communicate everything to 
internationally well-known philosophers of science (e.g., Prof. Vollmer). Thereupon 
my situation suddenly improved: They promised to write the computer programs (but 
actually they never did it), and I immediately got a recording instrument with an old 
computer with which I could do the experiments (though not in an optimal way): 
Prof. Albus – an extremely mean person – had up to this moment prevented me from 
doing the memory experiments  for  more than half  a year  by not  having told me 
earlier  that  I  could do the  experiments  with these  instruments.  Several  years  ago 
Salzmann had used these instruments for his Ph.D. experiments, these instruments 
with the computer belonged to our lab, and Prof. Albus had hid them from me. To be 
able to do the memory experiments in a systematic way I would also have had to use 
a third monkey but Prof. Elsner and Dr. Salzmann prevented this.

At the end Salzmann left the institute in a likewise dubiose way as he had arrived at 
the beginning: Before I came to the department Salzmann had done his Ph.D. studies 
there. However, he had not finished writing it there but had suddenly left the institute 
at the end of his experiments (as people told me), and accepted a research position in 
a private pharmacy institute in Munich – but he only got his Ph.D. degree after he had 
come back to Göttingen into our lab. With regard to his leaving at the end of my 
experiments: Although it was clear that he would again leave the institute he did not 
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want to tell me when he would leave. But one day his office was suddenly empty, and 
nobody wanted to tell me where he had gone. Because he had stolen some equipment 
for my experiments  so that  I  could not  do them any more I  called the telephone 
information and was told his new telephone number and was told that he lived near 
Koblenz. When I tried to telephone with him I got his wife, I did not say anything, 
and stopped the telephone call. I talked about it in my department – and a few days 
later  Salzmann  came  back  to  our  institute,  and  together  with  him  the  missing 
equipment. He did not say anything about the fact that he had tried to leave us in such 
an escape-like way, however, he mentioned once that I had telephoned with his wife. 
Some weeks passed, and one day he told us that he would leave our institute, and 
then he left us properly. Up to now he moved several times, I have no more contact 
with him, and his later publications showed different addresses.

The biggest damage which these people caused to me is that they prevented that I 
could  do  research  in  theoretical  and  experimental  neurophysics  as  I  had  always 
planned it to do. Instead, at the end of my Ph.D. program Prof. Singer from Max-
Planck Institute for Brain Research in Frankfurt a.M. gave me the advice to go to the 
Institute for Neurobiology in Magdeburg (the director Prof.  Scheich was just  like 
Singer and myself  Prof.  Creutzfeldt’s  former Ph.D. student)  in order  to write  my 
habilitation there and to become a professor. In the following years Prof. Singer got 
several cultural rewards by our politicians – and I got the unemployment because of 
the  criminal  activities  of  Prof.  Singer’s  friend Prof.  Scheich.  (By the  way:  Prof. 
Singer is doing research on consciousness and has another theory than I have, which I 
cannot explore any more because of him! And Sabine Kastner is now doing research 
on attention – she had got the attention project in Göttingen after they had mobbed 
me away and became professor in the USA!!)

Magdeburg, Institute for Neurobiology (IfN),
director: Prof. Dr. med. H. Scheich

At the end of  my Ph.D. program Prof.  Scheich offered me a very good research 
position in Magdeburg so that I did not look for another institute: He promised me to 
get an independent research position where I would be allowed to do the theoretical 
and experimental research which I wanted to do, and I would get all the money for it 
(Magdeburg lies in east Germany where research institutes got very much money 
after the cold war). I believed that I got this generous offer as a compensation for the 
criminal  actions  against  me  in  Göttingen  because  Prof.  Scheich  had  also  been 
Creutzfeldt’s student. Unfortunately, I realized too late that he was a friend of the 
criminal professors in Göttingen.
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During  my application  discussion  I  told  Scheich  that  I  was  mainly  interested  in 
subcellular investigations of brain slices (hence, of dead animals). We agreed on it 
that  I  would  additionally  guide  a  project  for  electrophysiological  cell  recordings 
within alive monkey brains as I had done it in Göttingen. Unfortunately, I was so 
naive not to make him write down his promises in the work contract which I got 
some time after I had started to work in Magdeburg.

When I began to work in Magdeburg on January 2, 1993, I was immediately sent 
back to Göttingen for a short time because Scheich said that the housing situation 
were very bad in Magdeburg and that there was no free room in the guest house of 
the institute. Since I still had to write some corrections of my Ph.D. thesis I accepted 
this but I pushed him to get a room in the guest house at the beginning of March. 
When I  came back to  Magdeburg  in  March Scheich  blocked my lab  for  several 
months by storing many cardboards in my lab: see the picture at the top. (Before he 
became director in Magdeburg he had been professor in Darmstadt and had moved to 
Magdeburg  some  time  before,  and  in  his  cardboards  he  had  many  things  from 
Darmstadt.) When these cardboards were finally out of my lab, for many months I in 
vain gave to the leading craftsman the instruction to prepare my lab. In addition I was 
told at the beginning of the year 1993 that the institute had not yet got its money from 
the government so that I could not get money for my research and could not buy 
anything. In the middle of the year I read the note at the blackboard that the institute 
had got the money but that the institute had already spent all the money for other 
research groups.

At first I believed that by blocking my research Scheich wanted to make it possible 
that  I  had  enough  time  to  write  my  Ph.D.  thesis  and  to  study  for  the  final 
examinations in Göttingen. Later I believed that he did not want to have the research 
project  with  the  living  monkeys  any  more  because  I  had  told  him  during  the 
application discussion that I was primarily interested in theoretical research and in 
slice experiments. But the chronology of these experiments is the following: 

In March 1993 I had a conversation with him about brain slice experiments, and he 
proposed that I could do so-called LTP-experiments together with a scientist from his 
department. Since a co-operation of several people from different departments was 
usual I accepted this proposal. But when after several months no experiments had 
been started I reminded Scheich of it. He answered that Dr. Wang would at first have 
to train himself and would have to install the instruments. Again several months later 
Scheich told me that Dr. Wang had switched to other experiments and would not plan 
to do LTP-experiments any longer. In spring 1994 Scheich declared that subcellular 
slice experiments were useless.
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In autumn 1993 I decided to look for another research position in Göttingen and 
elsewhere and did not try to fight against Scheich’s blocking of my research any 
more. Although all my certifications are very good I did not get answers or I got 
refusals to my applications.

With regard to my project with the living monkeys: At the beginning of 1994 the 
request  for  the  animal  experiments  was  sent  to  the  ministry;  in  addition  to  the 
electrophysiological experiments Scheich and I applied for other experiments, for so-
called 2-DG experiments, which were approved some time later. Only because of my 
frequent urge we made an experiment with the 2-DG method in June 1994. But the 
analysis of the experimental data were permanently retarded because the assistants 
claimed to have no time to cut the brain and to do the histology, or because the 
instruments were defective. Since I and everybody else had never before worked with 
this method with monkeys I needed Scheich’s help who, of course, hardly had the 
time to do it.

With regard to the electrophysiological experiments with living monkeys (because of 
these experiments I had got my research position in the institute because I had learnt 
it in Göttingen): In spring 1994 the leading craftsman told me that Scheich had given 
him the instruction not to prepare the lab within the next 9 months. The next day 
Scheich told me that we could not yet furnish the lab because he had inadvertently 
spent the money (e.g. 80000 DM) for another project. Because of this I could even 
not buy desks and chairs.

Since I realized at the end of 1994 that Scheich did not only obstruct my research but 
also my applications at other institutes, I asked him in November 1994 what other 
experiments I could do at his institute because he would not have money for my 
monkey experiments. But his answer was: “At my institute you will not get another 
position.“

During all the years - I had been at the institute for 4 years - I did not finish a single 
experiment, and I was not allowed to attend conferences (with the exception of those 
in  Göttingen  and  Magdeburg).  I  also  could  not  do  theoretical  research  because 
Scheich did not allow me to attend training courses. In addition I did not have an own 
office but had to sit in a drawing room together with up to four students and assistants 
who made a lot  of noise whenever Scheich wanted to disturb me. This “drawing 
room“ was one of his special mobbing activities: it was the room which originally 
was to be my lab (see the picture at the top). In this drawing room I finally wrote my 
book “The Computer Worldview“, but when there was too much noise and when I 
asked the students or assistants for being quite I only got replies like “What do you 
want? This is a drawing room!“ Some time before Scheich had admitted that he did 
not want that I do the monkey project, and had given it to someone else who was 
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allowed to start with it immediately. This other scientist was a physicist but he did 
not plan to find a physical theory of consciousness as I had planned it. The main 
reason why I was not allowed to do my research was the hatred of extremely religious 
people against physics.

I had tried for several years to get another research position in another city or in 
Magdeburg (in the medical department) but Scheich took always care that I did not 
get  any  other  position.  For  instance,  I  once  had  a  good  chance  to  get  a  job  in 
Tübingen. One day someone who would have been my co-worker in Tübingen came 
to Magdeburg to give a lecture in our institute. In the evening, when we were sitting 
in a restaurant, he suddenly murmured something like “Organized criminality!“ in a 
way as if he secretly wanted to tell me something. And some days later I got the 
refusal  from Tübingen.  Some time later I  sent  an application to the director of  a 
research  institute  in  La  Jolla,  USA,  and  I  suddenly  received  an  answer  from  a 
German scientist who was working there and who wrote me to send him another 
application for a position starting at the next possible time. His letter sounded like an 
acceptance. This scientist, Dr. König, had earlier worked in Singer’s lab in Frankfurt 
and did experimental and theoretical research on Singer’s theory of consciousness 
(which  actually  stems  from  the  German  physicist  von  der  Malsburg).  I  sent  an 
application letter to Dr. König in which I told him I would be interested in theoretical 
and experimental research, and I even described him some experimental designs. But 
I now did not get any answer to my application for a long time, and one day Scheich 
said to me shortly before a conference in Göttingen that the people in La Jolla would 
probably need a letter of reference from him. He promised me to give me such a letter 
after the conference, but after the conference he told me that it  would not be the 
custom that he would give the letter to me but that he would send it to La Jolla. A few 
weeks later I received the refusal from La Jolla. In his letter Dr. König wrote that I 
would be interested in theory but that he would do experiments. – However, I had 
even described him experimental designs in my application letter!

At the end I sent letters to the ministry and to other organizations and described how 
Scheich had obstructed my research. Nobody helped me but because of these letters 
Scheich finally fired me without notice in 1996. Since in Germany many politicians, 
attorneys,  and  judges  work  for  the  religious  organized  criminality  I   cannot  do 
anything against it, and I am still unemployed today.
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